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SUBJECT: ENERGY: GOI VIEWS ON EC POSITION IN ENERGY CONFERENCE 
STATE ALSO EOR T/IEP 

1. ECON-COMM MINISTER WAS ABLE TO SEE DIR GEN ECONIMIC AFEAIRS 
GUAZZARONI BRIEFLY FOLLOWING LATTER'S RETURN EVENING EEBRUARY 6 
EROM BRUSSELS. GUAZZARONI PROVIDED GOI DELEGATION LIST (SEPTEL). 
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ECMIN ASKED HIM EOR COMMENTS ON THE BRUSSELS MEETING, NOTING ON 
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A PERSONAL AND UNINSTRUCTED BASIS THAT CERTAIN ELEMENTS OF IT 
COULD BE CONSTRUED AS PREIUDGING THE ENERGY CONEERENCE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS. 

2. GUAZZARONI, ECHOING OTHER EC SOURCES, PUT GREAT AND REPEATED 
STRESS ON THE EC CONVICTION WHICH GOI SHARED THAT THE CONEEENCE 
MUST NOT TAKE ANY ACTION WHICH COULD BE CONSTRUED BY THE 
PRODUCING COUNTRIES AS AN INDICATION OE MOVEMENT TOWARD A BLOC OE 
CONSUMERS DESIGNED TO PUT PRESSURE ON THE PRODUCING COUNTRIES. 

HE ALSO REPEATED THAT, IN COMMUNITY AND ITALIAN VIEW, THE CONFER- 
ENCE SHOULD PREPARE THE WAY FOR FURTHER STAGES IN CONSUMER-PRODUCER 
RELATIONS, USING ALL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WHICH ARE COMPETENT 
TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM AND IN PARTICULAR THE OECD AND THE IMF. 

3. IN PARTICULAR, GUAZZARONI SAID, THE EC IS CONCERNED THAT IT 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO CARRY THROUGH WITH ITS PROJECT EOR A MEETING 
BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND THE ARAB STATES. HE STRESSED THAT THIS 
MEETING SHOULD NOT BE SEEN AS A EUROPEAN-ARAB OIL DEAL BUT RATHER 
AS A STEP IN THE PROMOTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT OE THE EULL RANGE OE 
ECONOMIC RELATIONS. THIS SAID, THE WASHINGTON CONEERENCE COULD 
CERTAINLY SERVE TO ADVANCE COOPERATION ON THE BETTER USE OE ENERGY 
RESOURCES AND THE CREATION OF NEW ONES. HE STRESSED THAT EC 
MERELY WANTED TO SAEEGUARD ITS AUTONOMY IN DEALING WITH THE ARABS 
IN A BROAD WAY. NEVERTHELESS HE REALIZED THAT THE US, EC AND 
JAPANESE MUST WORK TOGETHER DESPITE THE INITIAL NEGATIVE ARAB 
REACTION TO THE CONEERENCE. 

4. IN SUM, GUAZZARONI SAID, THE COMMUNITY BY SETTING TWO POINTS, 

I.E., ON EUTURE PROCEDURES AND ON EC-ARAB DISCUSSIONS, 

HAS BROUGHT BACK THE FRENCH TO THE EC AND TO THE CONEERENCE. 

WITHIN THESE POINTS THE COMMUNITY REMAINS FULLY FLEXIBLE AND 
PREPARED TO WORK CONSTRUCTIVELY AND COOPERATIVELY. THE LAST THING 
THE COMMUNITY WANTS, HE SAID, IS TO BE SEEN AS AN ADVERSARY 
AND TO ENGAGE IN ANY KIND OE POLEMICS. 

5. GUAZZARONI ADDED THAT THE MEA WILL SEEK TO CLARIEY THE ISSUE IN 
AN INFORMAL STATEMENT TO THE PRESS THIS EVENING OR TOMORROW, 
STRESSING THE POSITIVE ATTITUDE WHICH ITALY AND THE COMMUNITY 
WILL BE BRINGING TO THE CONEERENCE. (COMMENT: ITALIAN PRESS 
EEBRUARY 6 WIDELY INTERPRETS EC POSITION AS VICTORY EOR THE GOE 
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AND CARRIES STORIES TO THE EEEECT THAT ITALY HAS GIVEN IN TO 
THE ERENCH LINE.) 

VOLPE 
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